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IN REPLY REFER TO

FILE No.

THE FOREIGN SERVICE
OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

e e AMERICAN CONSULATE C¥HRAL
TLagos, Nigeria

July 29, 1943
L -2€2

Dear Family, : e 1

- & short glance above will
show you that we have returned home from our Journying. It seemed

so pleasent scedn to see the matted,flat, palmmsix -bedecked, filelds
of home, and feel the werm, molst air of the south. I do like Lagos,
and although we had a lovely and interesting time in Jos, we really
do feel as 1f we have come back to the place we like and are familiar
with. Bill Bruns got up earlykx in the morning to meet us with the
cer, and we rolled along Carter Bridge and over the Lagoom feeling
like so many Ulysees returning. The train, strange to say, was on
time.

Oh how lovely and painted
and clean the house looks! And the bathroom 1s a joy to behold,
sparkiing and white with the pink and blue Macy towels just adding
the right note of coler. The tub locks much less likeZ a c®&ffink
and the wa ls have all ®een re-washed in light green. We had break-
fest, and read several letters from you which were awaiting us. I
am happy to be able to report thet the combs have arrived at last,
and I em wearing them even now. Perhaps they are the harbinger of
even better snd finer things to come. 1t appears that while we were
away Captain Utne came in, bringing us a case of biltters, a whole
CASE of bitters. We will be the envy of Laggs. Unfortunatély he
took them away with him again, but he will be coming hack soon, per-
haps in a weelk or so. Bill Bruns had lunch (with smorgasbord) with
old Amund Utine, and found him as deligntful as most people do. Good
“01d Amund is €readfully sure of his own sbilities in all fialds, and
most intolerant of others, but none the less he is delightful, and
a Norse god 1f there ever wes one. I recommend him as a dinner com~
panion for you, should you éver feel the urge. You know how to get
in touch with him. We are going to have the five or six of them to
chop when they get back, and I'1ll spesk to him ebout it then.

Meny things have happened
since we departed. Nick Olivier has departed for health reasons. He
had two succeslve goes of malarie, botn lasting longer than the tra-
ditional five days. We thought (e probably would be going, but we
had hoped tc give him a farewell party, and sing the old songs first.
Commander Schwartz will probably be leabing soon also, so of that

group only Frank Barry remains with us. John Hauser the BEW man is
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L_lngull of his normal untiring energy. As the old coasters savy, he'™1l
get over 1t- they always do! New people always think they are going
PL to reform the West Coast into a Brave New World were Great Things
are done 1ln a Tremenous HUurry.

*ee

Anita is leaving us
to work &t the Secretariat, so there is going to be a lot of extra
work for me- part of which I am not familier with, unfortunately. It
rather frightens me, but I suppose what must be must be. Although I
had planned to teke the rest of my leave and start back on Monday, I
shall now have to s tart in with a will tomorrow. Mr. Lynch 1s going
on tour next week also, but that means much more to William than it
does to me. Between us, we will be very busy indeed.

We have been going
to bed so early lately that I am 211 ready for some social 1life,
and a little dancing especiaily. That will come at the club on Saturday
I imagine. I get tired of staying up late, and tired &f going to bed
early, so it all evens out in the end.

Ferewell chickadses,
and thank you for all your letters, the latest of which wes mammats
mailed July 1l3%, and poppa's eleventhe. =

Much love to you all.

@\fmA;k)LaLE%MLpé¢ficﬂ—__ﬁ_&ﬁ
L2882
>

July 30, 1943

Just to show you what a ®enter of civilization this is, last
night we saw Jack Benny and Larry Adler with his harmonica,
not to mention two luscious movie queems, William and I and
some frednds sat in the first row add had a good view of the
false eyelashes. We enjoyed it tmmensely, as did everyone,
Larry Adler we particilarly enjoyed. He makes sounds like a
symphany orchestra with that momth organ of his, or on occasion
sounds like a whole group of swing bands. Afterwards everyone
rushed up to get Jack Bemny tc sign their short-snorter bills,

Love,
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